
 
 
 

May 16, 2005 
 

Dear Friend: 
 
Friday the 13th was a day that unfortunately lived up to its ominous reputation when the 
Department of Defense (DoD) released its Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) 
recommendations. In what I and the entire New Mexico Congressional Delegation believe is an 
enormous mistake, the Secretary of Defense included Cannon Air Force Base (CAFB) in Clovis 
on its list of bases recommended for closure. 
 
The BRAC process was established over a decade ago following the collapse of the Soviet Union 
as a means to realign or close military installations that are believed to be no longer needed for 
our nation’s defense.  There have been BRAC rounds in 1988, 1991, 1993, and 1995.  This 
year’s BRAC round, however, was expected to be one of the largest as Defense Secretary Don 
Rumsfeld pledged to shrink the number of military installations in the United States by as much 
as 25 percent.  Although Secretary Rumsfeld recently acknowledged that the BRAC round would 
be less extensive than earlier thought, DoD still recommended closing 33 bases, including 
CAFB.   
 
This is just the beginning of our fight to save Cannon.  The list of recommendations submitted by 
the DoD to the BRAC Commission is only the first stage of a lengthy process.  The next step is 
the Commission must submit its list of recommendations to President Bush on September 8th.  
The President will then either approve or disapprove the recommendations made by the BRAC 
Commission and submit to Congress.  Congress will then have an up-or-down vote on the 
recommendations.  Until September 8th, however, I will work with the entire Congressional 
Delegation, Governor Richardson, and the Clovis and Portales Communities to fight to get 
CAFB off the list of recommended closures.   
 
CAFB is a critical component of our nation’s defense.  It is also equally, if not more, important 
to the communities of Clovis and Portales and all of New Mexico.  There are several months to 
fight the DoD’s recommendation and I plan to do so vigilantly.  Please click here for more 
information. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
Tom Udall       
  
 
 

http://tomudall.house.gov/display2.cfm?id=10575&type=Issues

